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INTBODUCTION 



T 



A310K0 the Arabic documents acquired in recent years by the Trustees of the British 
Museum, one of the most notable both in respect of its content and as a paLTographical 
specimen is Or. 9811, of which a facsimile is published in the following pages. Written 
on vellum by an Andalusian scribe probably in the 11th centuty, it comprises fragment." 
of a huge dictionarj^ of the Arabic language entitled uhKit^ib al-lhlri' fi I'Liif^hah, *' The 
Pre-eminent Book on Lexicography." cpmposed in Cordova by the famous Modem 
philologist of the 10th century Abu 'Ali Isma'il ibn al-Kasim al-Kfilf. When acquired by 
the Museum, the leaves of this manuscript had already been bound together in extreme 
confusion ; however, the pecuUar alphabetical order revealed in its various sul>~sections 
provided the clue to the correct arrangement of the whole. The only other manuscript of 
this work extant, unless perchance a copy may lurk in j^ome uncatalogued iibrar\' of North 
Africa or the Near East, is a vellum fragment preserved in the Biblioth^/que Xationale, 
Paris (De Slane's Catalogue, No, 4235)/' This also is written in an Andalusian hand at 
about the same period as the British Museum manuscript. l>ut \>y a different scribe and in 
a more elegant style. The British Museum manuscript contains, roughly* three and a half 
times as much text as that of Paris. For the most part the two manuscripts cover different 
areas of the work ; only a small portitm of the text is common to both, amounting to eight 
pages of this facsimile and occurring as follows : p. 42, U. 2-29 : p. 43, L 28-- p= 44. 1. 13 : 
p. 59, 1. 5— p. 65, 1. 19. 

The manuscript here reproduced con^^ists of the following fragment* : 

Letter i i *jjt to j^'Joj > pp. i~40. Breaks at pp. 24 and 32, 

,, i * ^ to J^r^ ^ px), 42-S2. Break at m TO, 

„ ti ^J^; ^^ ^.ajuoisi pp. 83-100. Breaks at pp, St> and 1*4 ' . 

„ _ (C^ to _ 4 > pp. 107-136. Breaks at pp, 108. 124, 128. 13*K 132. 134, 

,, Is Cs...^ to ^S^*'^ pp. 13T -140. 

J, *^ iCLj to ^w-^.) pp. 141-140. Break at p. 144, 

„ c:j (c--!j to * J J pp. 147. 14S, 

The complete work was. in its day. by far rli.e !no*t cri!i.pivhen-ive AraL^ic !».'X^C'0!i tb,iT 
had yet appeared. Some idea of its inmu*n>e ^ize m.iy be ,2at"Lr^red fro:u the >tate!uvnt> of 
Moslem scholars of the 12th and 13tJi centuries which ar*? Tei.-rre*i tu ^^n p vge- 6 a!id 7. 

^ A photograph of tbi> M^^- wu< f^Ktairs^nl z1,t ^iij:. -l-r^ k. ;.::.->- ■ ■: M. E-ij.,Td Li^-.l-.t. Kk-'^i^hx o: 
Oriental MSS. in the BibHothr-que Nati-tnale, 



2 IFTEODUOTION' 

THE AUTHOR. 

Abu *Ali Isma^il ibn al-Kasim al-Kafi al-BagMadi was born in Manazjird, or Malazgerd, 
a town in Armenia to tbe nortt of Lake Van, in the year 288 a.h. (901 a.d.), ox, according 
to some authorities, 280 a.h, (893-4 a.b.), wMob is less probable.^ He left his home " in 
pursuit of knowledge/* and arriTed at Baghdad in 303 (915-16 a.b.), having travelled thither 
with a company of people belonging to the town of Kalikala, the modern Erxerum, which 
was then a place of great strategic and commercial importance on the frontier of the 
Muliammadan empire. On his own admission he adopted his fellow-travellers* territorial 
surname al-Kali as being more respectable than his own (al-Manajzi), hoping thus to 
improve his chances in the learned circles of the metropolis. He is said also to have spent 
some time m Mosul, learning Traditions from Abu Ya'la al-Mausili, He studied Tradition 
and Koranic science under Ibn Abi Da'ud al-Sijistani, Abu al-Kasim al-Baghawi, Ibn Sa'id, 
al-Mahamili, Ibn Mujahid, and many others ; but his natural bent was towards philology 
and belles-lettres, and this he pursued under the guidance of the best teachers of the time, 
including Ibn Duraid, Ibn al-Anban, Ibn Abi al-Ashar, Ibn al-Sarraj, 'Ali ibn Sulaiman 
al-Akhfash, Ibn Durustawaih, Abu Isbak al-Zajjaj, Ibn Shukair, al-Mutarriz. Niftawaih, 
Ahmad b. Ja'far Jahzah, and Ahmad son of Ibn Kutaibah. 

Of his twenty-jBlve years' sojourn in Baghdad (303/915-16 to 328/939-4:0) we know 
nothing beyond the fact that his abilities met with scant recognition, and at one point, 
according to al-Suyuti, this brought him to such straits that he was obliged to sell his most 
treasured possession, an autograph copy of the great lexicon al-Jamharah composed by 
his teacher Ibn Duraid. He had previously refused an offer of 300 mithkals for this valuable 
work, and now had to part with it for forty. In the book he inscribed the following verses: — 

My friend for twenty years, and yet I sold it. Great has been my grief and 

yearning for it. 
Never had I thought to part with it for money even if vay debts held me in the jail 

for ever ; 
But helplessness and poverty compelled me, and the plight of those little ones for 

whom I wept. 
Through tears outstripping all restraint I speak from a heart seared with sorrows ; 
Alas that dire necessity can often wring the dearest treasure even from a miser's grasp. 

The person who had bought the book was moved with compassion when he read these 
lines, and returned it to him together with a present of forty dinars. 

Seeing that Irak offered him no prospect of advancement, al-Kall resolved to seek his 
fortxme in Spain, where, while Christian Europe still slumbered, that indomitable and liberal- 
minded autocrat Mbd al-Eahman III, who had lately assumed the title of Caliph, was 
following up his victories in the field by estabhshing one of the brightest centres of culture 
that the world had seen for many centuries. Al-Kalfs ancestor Salman, six generations 

- The biographer Ibn al-Faraai says [Tanhh 'uJamd al-Andalm, No, 221) : " Certain of his friend^ told 
use^oa his authority that he was born , , . irx '2&S." Ibn al-Faraal was live years old when a>K;ui died, and 
we know that he received information from al-Krdi's sob Ja*far fibn Baskkuwul : nl-S'Jjih. No. 2^^^. A.'iam, 
the year 28S is given hy ai-Xuli's friend and pupil al-Zubaid: (Abridsnient of TuoahV a'-yinh'thnn. B.M, Or. 5' 41, 
lol. 20a}. Tae month ut bis birth is mentioned onhr by Ibn KhalLikun, who say^ Juniada II ^May~Jun^^ i^-.d,. 
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before, had been a freedman {Mania) of 'Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan, the XJmaiyad Caliph in 
Dam-ascus. On this ground he probably hoped to be persona grata with the I'maiyad House 
in Spain. It is said that 'Abd al-Rahman. or his son and heir-apparent al-Hakam (later 
al-Hakam II al-Mnstansir bi'IIah). wrote to him personally inviting him to Cordora, but 
al-Kali makes no reference to this where we might have expected him io mention it, namely 
in the preface to his great philolotrieal anthology al-Am*~d7. a work which he dedicated to the 
Caliph. This preface is a flood of obseqiiious rhetoric which, however, by no means submerges 
theauthor^s sense of hisow^n importance, and the reason he gives for his lack of "' pul>licity '^ 
in Baghdad is as much a comfort to himself for past disappointment as a compliment to his 
new-found patron. Confidently he proclaims the excellence of those intellectual wares which 
he offers the Caliph of Andalusia. He had devoted his life, he Bays, to the task of amas*«ting 
this precious merchandise, but had stored it up in secret and scorned to publish itamon^ the 
ignorant, hoping to discover at last someone worthy to receive it. The profit aide of the 
transaction he keeps discreetly in the background, insisting that the enlightened purchaser 
of such a treasure is more worthy of honour for his true .love of learning than for the lordly 
price he pays. Having assured himself that 'Abd al-Rahman and his son were the moat 
distinguished patrons of learning in the world, he set out for the West, and braving the 
dangers of desert and ocean '' to convey this precious jewel to him who could recognise 
it.*' arrived at length at the Caliph's court in Spain. Here he- gained the friendship of the 
heir-apparent as well as of the T'aliph himself, and the merit and generoi-ity of those two 
great ra^n induced him to pour out the hidden trea^^ures of his erudition. In Cordova 
and in the great 3Iosque of al-Zahra he tjictated from memory the contents of his hook 
ah Anvil', sparing no pains, as he says, to make perfect in all its parts a work which the 
royal favour had inspired. In the West he was best known, not as ul-Kah, l)ut 
al-Baghdadi. '' the man from Baghdad." 

Nothing is recorded of his journey westward, which occupied two years, save his quaint 
remark that the stupidity and ignorance of the }>eopIe he met in North Africa grew steadily 
worse all the way to Kairwan. " If it aoes on like this," he n^fieete^l mournfully daring his 
halt in that *"'ity„ *" I ,^hall need a,n interpreter In- the time I ixet an far as Spaui/' However, 
on. reaching his dt-^riiiation in U:^- :::^^Vi*:\\ uf sna'h^in ;^^o :May *U2^ h*^ bid ?m r^.^nfe^.- ins 
astonishment at the higli level *?f inteuiu^-nce ,x:\:j-\\\i zij* Spani>h Musiem-^- ALMakkanV 
account of the welcome he received throws a vivid light on the manners t»f the time and ui! 
Spain's jealous rivalry with the East in matters of culture. The Caliph's s<jn aldjakani 
ordered the provincial Governor Xij meet al-K;dl with a company of nutal>les and e>ci*rt him 
with due honour to t,;ordova. Tia^ wa- arranged. ^\nd u> the '<pleii(lid c^avalrade mad^' it> way 
to the capital. helle,^-lettre- ws'^rf ^i.-rii^-ed and jjoems re«nt«^'d ly mi^rnber^ <jf thf* company. 
One day during their journ*f?=y the d:-c\;.r-iori centre^! on the literature which tlouri-ii^d at rh#^ 
court of their great Uniaivad aiK-e^t^.r :n I'dn:a-^'U-- *Al'/d al-Malik i\m Marwau This wa- 
sacred ground, and here uMyrt!: wa*^ unfi^rniriate ^^lujuuh to mak^^ a Avs^ rair^piHtutinii ; 
not only that, but when ehaL»/i:z'^d h}' ^aiie rf ih*^ Y^**y > ^ ^;»^rtain Ihn llitJi'vth *'^t l-IIvjra. 
he twice repeated the olTenn*, 1 r::- wa- *'>o ^ryirL tor ]i:n liilWili, who wa^ a Muic];- 
tempered man. He turned h> Lurs^;* mi: tn»/ ^^vo:.. '' Travel in -rate to the Cuii^L after 
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ih<ft ! *' he crie<l in disgust. ** Endure the trouble of all this journey to honour a man who 
can't even scan a familiar line that would not puzzle a schoolboy I By God, I am follow- 
in jj him no further, not a step ! '' The Governor entreated him to return, but in vain, so 
he sent a messafje to al-IJakam, complaining of his disgraceful behaviour. But al-Hakam 
cahnly replied on the back of the letter, thanking God that Spain possessed a home-bred 
Hcholar able to confute this punflit from Baghdad. *' However," he added, '* conduct the 
stranger hither with undiminished respect, for the testing will either make or break him." 
'AImI al-Rahman received envoys at his court from the various " infidel " states, 
France, C Germany, Italy, and, most important of all, Byzantium, and these he always 
studied to impreKS with a sense of his power and magnificence. Special mention is made 
uf the reception given in (\irdova in 338 (949 a.d.) to ambassadors sent by, or at least 
in the name of, the Emperor < onstantine VI 1/ In this episode al-Kfdi is involved, again 
rather in *]jIoriously. The narrator records in careful detail how the great hall of the 
palace at Cordova was adorned for the occasion with priceless carpets and tapestries. 
Awnings of silk brocade were f^pread by the doors and arche^. The Caliph, seated on his 
throne, with hi^; sons to ritiht and left of him. and attended by a brilMant retinue of state 
diunitarie^, awaited in silence the entry of the ambassadors. Presently they appeared, 
visibly awed by the splendour of the vcene, and presented to the Caliph a case covered 
with eloth"(»f-t£oId. This ccmtained a dialed casket of silver with a gold lid whereon was 
a portrait <d the Emperor CuuNtantine executed in ^'coloured glass/' The casket 
containnd rheir credential^, the Greek characters inscribed in gold upon sky-blue 
parch rnt-'nt. tu which a truld ^eal wa^ attached weighing four mithkals, bearing on one 
^\A^ .A^ iiu^rjp ttf * >iri-t AuA on the other the figure^ of the Emperor Constantine and his 
-nn Kiir'I*w<-d WAS a h^t of the uifts they had )>rought, inscri))ed on sky-blue parchment 
\n -l\ei f LaTaf"^^-!-. Speeches were to follow. The Caliph's son had commissioned the 
j!*%.*f'^T o!ar**r in the L»ntl f(»r tbi^ tremendous occasion. -He rose to dehver his carefully 
]i^Vi^**d h*f%nii:iu\ in \\Li<h the trl(*ry of liAani and the power of the Cahphate were to 
tH- uTirt4i*ii h*-fure rho-** < lirl^rian visitors. But the situation overwhelmed him 
M'H pl*-***l> : he t>tuhl nu+ a*-ter a syllable, and sank to the floor in a swoon.^ Among 
tit* M*n.]itiny ua*- abK.di th*=* Caliph's jzuest, reputed to be "a prince in the science of 
^^ii»TMrM ,iiid xiri u<ean ^f laiiiruaue." To him came the order to ''rise and repair this 
' i^M' : lb -***^'»1 up and ^'*<t through hi-^ formal preamble with flying colours, praising 

Ci i J \ x.Xi^kius blM^stnt!^ i.n hi-. Prophet Muhanmiad, But suddenly he faltered at 
^ '^^ "' ^^'^ * ^^**' te-*^ %\aN Mlence. While he stood groping in his memory, "neither 
' n^^^^ ' i w»i j^'U.mtJit^utid " a- one narrator with cruel precision puts it, up sprang one 



f ii ' 



Mw>' A^ ^ 



B'if,^ f I i frnni the -ame emperor] in 917 a.d. Translated . . . by G. ie Strange, 

'«* i}*h t /* ! Sii^pitt BifzuPtin. 1S84, pp. 417, etc, where illustrations of such 

• . uMu^t! > F<^r c*nn>. of Consk&ntine Til winch present the same 

^ I h rju 'tf-i'ff- ffi the British Mmeum^ 1908. 

' ^' \ * * '*'-• ** - -* n I id t?^^ru^ted the oratory to al-Kall ; " but when the 

' ^ ^^■lu.iZ' U>^\ dLd neither would his legs support him nor his tongue 
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of the Pakihs present, Mundir ibn Sa^id by name, a man of much learning in law and 
literature, and he, beginning where al-Kali had collapsed, launched out into an oration 
in mellifluous rhymed prose, all extempore, which left his audience breathless with 
astonishment. He wound up with some bitter verses aimed at this immigrant al-Kali, 
in which he told the assembly that he himself was of course treated as a nonentity in 
Spain because he lacked the essential merit of being a foreigner. , The Caliph, how^ever, lost 
no time in rewarding his eloquence. He appointed him to take charge of the services in the 
cathedral mosque of al-Zahra, and when, in the following year, the supreme judgeship 
of Cordova fell vacant, he was elevated to that office, one of the highest in the realm. 
It would seem that Mundir and al-Kali later became good friends. There is still 
preserved a rhyming request which Mundir sent him for the loan of a volume of a 
philological work, ahOharib al-musannaf, together with al-Kalfs poetical reply in the 
same metre as his correspondent used, granting his wish with th» greatest afebility. A 
son of Mundir became one of al-Kah's numerous pupils. 

In 350 (961 a.b.) Al-Hakam succeeded his father on the throne of Moslem Spain, assum- 
ing the title al-Mustansir bi'llah. Historians have often sung the praise of this 3Ioslem 
Mgecenas, whose munificence in the cause of intellectual culture knew no limit, whose private 
library is said to have housed 400,000 volumes, whose agents scoured the threat cities of 
the Islamic w^orld. Baghdad, Cairo, Damascus. Alexandria, in feeareh of the latest 
publications, who himself sent the author of the celebrated '' Book of Sonsr?^ *' (Kit'^h 
al-agMni) 1,000 dinars for an ''advance copy'' of that work, so that he niiirht peruse it 
in Cordova before it was published in the East, who at his own expense founded twenty- 
seven free schools to educate the poor of his capital, and under whose beneficent regime 
most of the people of Moslem Spain were able to read and write, while the rest of Europe 
outside ecclesiastical circles lay sunk in ignorance. Happy indeed was al-Kah to find 
himself the naost favoured protege of such a patron. " Both before and after hi^ 
accession to the throne/' says al-Humaidi, '* he kept urging him to write, quickening 
him with generous gifts aod gladdening his heart with lavish honours.*' 

Al-Kali made his home hi Cordova. Here in the sunshine of the Caliph's favour he 
spent the rest of his days, dictatnitr philo^'gi.til work^. mostly from hj-s eapaeiou-, memory. 
and followed by a throng of disciples to whom he expounded the ancient Arabian poetry* 
and the subtleties of grammar according to the School of Basrah. Among those who 
attended his lectures and carried on his teaching, three at least attained eminence as 
writers on philology' — \\hd Allah ibn al-Rabi" al-Tannnu (330-415 942-1024), Ahmad ibn 
Aban ibn Saiyid (d. 382 992), and, by far the most distinguished of the group, Muhammad 
ibn al-Hasan al-Zubaic^ (d. 379 989, aet. 63), tutor to the Caliph's son Hisham II and 
author of an abridgment of al-Khalirs- famous lexicon Kitab al-^-im. two treatises on 
grammar, al~Wadih and al-Istidrffk,^ and a book of biographies of grammarians entitle*! 
Tahakat al-nahwJyTn} Al-Zubaidi, who surpassed all his Spanish contemporaries:; in 

1 The latter was edited hy I. Guidi, Rome, 1S90. 

^ The unique B.M, Or. 3041 contains an abridgment of thi« \^ork and ^^a^ eiitei az-rl.i :n„ ^.!, 
11 Lihro delle Classi, by V, Krenkow, in K.D.S.O.. vol. viii, I9iy-21, 
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philology and rhetoric, was so impressed by al- Kali's massive erudition, that he willingly 
became his disciple. To these may he added the name of the popular Cordovan^ poet 
Yiisuf ibn Hurfm al-Ramadi (d. 403/ 1013). who in common with many others handed down 
tho teaching of al-Kall as contained in his Kilr/b al-Nawddir or Book of Literary 
Curiosities, and who hailed his arrival in Spain in rapturous verse of which the following 
is a sample : 

Match him with the desert Arabs for eloquence, and you will find him the worthier of 

the prize ; 
For each of their tribes has its diiferent dialect, but he has the dialects of them all. 
The iJrient seems empty since his departure, as if ruin had settled on its populous abodes : 
Yea, he is like a sun that .set in their East and has risen again in oia- West. 

Here ifi the testimony of al-Humaidl, his principal biographer: "He was a leader in 
lexicography, pre-eminent therein, a thorough scholar. People learned from him, 
trusted him, and accepted him as a Proof (Hujjah) in everything he recorded. Lucidityj 
exactitude, integrity inform his writings in the fullest measure, and in his particular 
field the celebrated works he has produced reveal the sweep of his knowledge and his 
store of quotation." 

The only member of his family of whom we can find record is a son Ja'far who lived 
in C*ordova anrl carried on his father's teaching. He had poetic talent as well as erudition, 
und some chroniclers quote a fratrment of a long ode which he composed in praise of 
al-Mansur. the ruler ih f*wfo of Mo-leni Rpain from 366 to 392 (977 to 1002 A.D.). 

Al-K,il! died in 2nd Uab!" or 1st Jumfida 356 (March or April 967 A.B.), and was 
buried HI the cemetery i^l MutVb outride Cfjrdovu. His scholastic life, as we have seen. 
fdlK into twrf pbaM'* of p(|ual duration -twenty-five years of obscurity in the East, 
fMlliASHfl by twenty live of brilliant i>uccess in the West. The stone that was rejected 
in Baghdad beranie the bead of th*^ comer in Cordova, and ever remained one of the most 
di^nnuuwli***! (iruatnent-j ul Islamic learnint^. 

THE WORKS (iF ALKALL 

M^ AiKii u; AL-B\nr ri' l-Lixhah. '"The Pre-eminent Book on Lexicography.'' 

\ d * ^vni i^i . f tie Arable {anuniaiie. Acc/trdinij^ to Muhammad ibn Khair (Fthrist. p. 354) 

u I- u. '.. ^.voe.ied al-Kh<tlir> Kif h uf-'Auf by over 400 leaves. He states that al-Kali 

n^'*- *hf' UM' id furiiiv vvhieh abKhalil believed to be unused, gives additional 

tf..M! r:un m plaee^ \\here «ii-Khali] mu*, l^rief. and produces evidential examples 

>/^/ / uj v^h^Te al-KhdlJ timitted them. The work, he says, was begun in 339 (950-51) 
n^ i :iu:A -a ni '^Uaxiw 1 :\r>o <ept. i Rt. <jm\ ; but the author died before the dedicated 

I ,tU'aiK,u\f^ ! Mpy s\a- uuui*.' ujk anil before he could revise the text, and so the text was 
u V.*-] h M. ^uned Mieet> and note.- after hi^r death ' The finished work was an elegantly 
^^ ^%^^ ^^u/i-i hf a 1*U parts *j^n\ cmering 4.446 leaves. Ibn al-Abbar {al'Takmilah, 
S^ :>r-j ;tM/ I r.- -r.ar JAihl bad a copyist named Muhammad ibn ai-Husain abFihri, 
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wlio was employed in conjunction with Muhammad ibn Ma'mar al-Jaiyani to copy and 
revise those portions of al-Kitdh al-Bdri" which the author had left in a rough state. This 
they did from drafts in the author's own hand and from others which they had written at 
his dictation. Al-Fihri worked from the year 350 (961-2) till his death on the 8th of 
1st Jumada 355 (2nd May 966), and corrected the sections Hamzah and ^Ain. When the 
lexicon was completed and presented to the Cahph al-Hakam 11, he desired to know by 
how much its content exceeded that of the accepted text of the Kitdb al-'Ain^ and the 
answer was 5,683 words. 

* (2) Kjtab AI4-A31ILI. " Book of Dictations/' A philological miscellany. Edited 
Bulak, 1324 (1906). Indices to the poetical citations in the Kitdb al-amdlJ, by F. Krenkow 
and A. A. Bevan. Ley den, 1913. 

(3) KiTAB ax^-Nawadir. " Book of Literarv^ Rarities/' In the opinion of Ibn Hazm 
(384-456 A,H.) this work rivals the Kmnil of al-Mubarrad, for while the Kdmil excels in 
grammar and anecdote, the Kitdb al-Xaivadir contains more lexicography and poetry, 
A copy of Part I is in the Cambridge University Library. See E. G. Bro^vne, A Hand' 
list of the Muhammadan Manuscripts, Xo. 926. 

(4) KiTAB AI.-MAKSXJR wa'l-Ma3IDUB. A treatise in ten parts ijuz") on those words 
which contain the Ahf maksurah and the Alif mamdiidah ; an exhaustive work, esteemed 
by Ibn Hazm as the best ever written on this subject. The words are given under their 
root letters and the alphabet is arranged according to the j>laces of utterance of the 
consonants, as in al-Kitdb al~Bdri\ Compare the short treatise with the same title by 
Ibn WaHad, a contemporar}" of al-Kali and, like him, a disciple of al-Zajjaj (ed. P. Bronnle, 
1900). Ibn Wallad gives no precedence to root letters and uses the conventional alpha- 
betical order. He points out the practical disadvantages of the more '" scientific '' method 
used by al-Khalii [and by al-Kfd!]. 

(5) KiTAB al-Ibil wa-Xitajiha. On camels and their ofepring. In five parts (jt/c'). 

(6) KiTAB Fi IIuLA al-Tnsan. On the attributes of man. 

(7) IviTAB al-Khail wa-ShivatihT. Od horses and their maiks. A'^-Dalia^u and 
al-Suyuti quote this and the preceding a< separate wori> : oth^-i authoritie:: ^emn to regard 
them as one book, 

(8) KiTAB FA*ALTr \va-Af\\ltu. a grammatical treati&e on the l=^t and ith funu.- 
of the Arabic verb. 

(9) KiTAB Makatii. al-Ft^'K^"\x. On the deaths of Aral^ muimted worrit *is. 

(10) Shark al-Ka-a'id AL-MuA:.^A:<^r, or Taf^'k al-"^ak* al-T;u il, A com- 
mentarv on the Seven 31u*alla\'~t. 

The above were fa%'uurite tLt*!ue^ anioi._i Ara'^i^' plf^' 1* _ -- -> ^i^ n \-*'- " : I -.^. ^ '^m :\- 
with the same titles a^ Xn-. 2-1** azziv -r*- 1 -n u 1. p- - e * *- e^ '..' **-— ^ f.^" -- '*^^ ^ ^*"^- 
discover, no copies have -urv:\t-L or eve:. 1: '„^^ m *- ' X - 4 
composed other woxk^ He-i*Ie^ t^^^>^i^ 1 .eu'^'u: t 



vc 



i. n 
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THE PLAN OF AL-^KITAB AL-BARV, so far a^ revealed in the available manu- 
script fragments. 

In the arrangement of his lexicon, al-Kali follows the phonetic principle (probably 
originally derived from India) which his celebrated predecessor al-Khalil adopted in his 
KU*6 al-'Ain. the first of the great Arabic dictionaries/ The letters of the alphabet are 
arranged, not in their usnal sequence, but according to their places of articulation, 
!>eginning deep in the throat and ending at the tip of the lips, the " weak " letters ^s j. 1 
being classed by themselves at the end of the series. Al-Kallj however, apparently 
dissents from al-Khabl in his phonetic valuation of certain letters, as will be seen by 
comparing their respective systems of arrangement : 

Al-Khalil (followed by two famous lexicographers of later times, al-Azhari (d. 370 a.h.) 
in his Tahl7b, and Ibn Sidah (d. 458 a.h.) in his Muhkam) : 

Al-Kah : 

Neither the British ^luseum nor the Paris fragment of al-Kali's work reveals the exact 
placinsf of the con^onant^ «. and ^ . The positions here allotted to them are conjectural, 
t)ut probably correct, Xf>r have we any manuscript evidence as to the position of 
Hamzah, a cons^onant which caused the early grammarians and lexicographers much trouble 
to define, AMvali must Lave dealt with it either at the beginning of the alphabet or in a 
j^pecial chapter at the end. Words containing this consonant are not listed among " weak *' 
TiMit-^ thrfuvihunt the work, as in the dictionaries of ai-KhaliL al-Azhari and Ibn Sidah. 

TiKler each t>f the^e lettern in the aljove order, except the last three, are mentioned 
uli the Wimh \\hn^e rnot^ c(tntain that letter in combination with one or more of the 
,^ifiifaj>)^ij letter-. Thu- the complete dictionary' would consist of a number of main 
dt\wiMn^. on»* ^nr each lotr*^r u{ the alphabet, propcressively diminishing in content as the 
end of the alphaftK i- approached. Each division is subdivided on the following plan, 
N^hii'h. with variation^ m detail is the same as that of al-Khahl. The scheme used by 
Ibn iHnaid m hi-^ Jnwhftrnh is %'ery different. 

1 Hdit**r,d ra<lKul \^utds [s^ound] Ud-ThahT; fil-khaft wal-thullthJ fi'Uhaklkah). 
Th- -* St I* lit oiOipriseH word^ in which maj two of the three radicals are iden- 
^nal h* t im-ioly xh' 2wi ami 3rd radicals), also quadriUteral words formed by 

:? r^Ir*'M^, u^mL hd-Thfhth nhhitrtall). This section contains not only words 
v\'-n J. MHf* M'iiid!. I'iit word> weak in two radicals. The latter are grouped by 
a' Kuu ' a!-A/hdr,, and Ibn Sdah in a special section of '^ doubly weak" roots 

^ ■ ' ' ^ f ^r ;^ j^ H», i.,,ri. . L*^\i('oa, preface, pp. sii, xiii, and F. Krenkow in J.R.A.S. 
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(4) MisceEaneous expressions (Atcshab), including onomatopoetic words, C3des used 
for checking or urging beasts, cries of ammals, fmgmentary word^. Tlie arrange- 
ment of this section follows the general scheme : (1) Biliterals, (2) Triliterals, 
(3) Qnadriliterals. 

(5) Beal qnadriliterals and quinquiliterals. These are given in two separate sections 
bj al-Kiialil, al-Azhari, and Ibn Sidah. 

In each subdivision the above-mentioned alphabetical order is observed. Thus, to find, 

for example, the word 1^ we must look under a, subdivision 2, combination ^j^, 

where it is registered with four other roots each containing these three consonants in a 

different order. Similarly j5y:C will be found under a> , subdivision 5, combination 

^^j^ j^ 3b , and registered with two other roots each containing these four consonants in a 

difierent order, together with over a dozen other quadriliteral roots which happen to 

contain the consonants i> and j in any position. Occasionally a word is found entered in 

the wrong section. In an English dictionary arranged on this model (which, of course, 

neither the structure of the language nor sanity would permit), suppose the reader wished 

to find, let ns say, the word " Brag." He would first have to recall a special order of 

alphabet in which the guttural consonant G precedes the Kngual R which precedes the 

labial B, He would then look up section G and pass to the tri-consonantal subsection 

thereof, where in due time he would find the paragraph entitled G 4- R 4- B. There he would 

see disquisitions on the words Grab, Grub, Garb, Brag, Brig, Berg^ etc., among which he 

wo aid at last discover the word he was looking for. Even the Oriental mind, which loves 

elaborate schematization, appears to have found those early lexicons somewhat bewildering, 

and they would perhaps have perished of their ingenuity had they not contaiaed such vast 

stores of linguistic, grammatical, Koranic and Traditional lore, and, above alL copious 

citations from the ancient Arabian poetry, of which numerous couplets have escaped oblivion 

only by being summoned by the lexicographer to give evidence on a point of philology. 

Bibliographt/. — The sources cited by Moh. Ben Cheneb at the end of his article 
Al-KalI in the Encyclopaedia of Islam, to which the followinir may be added : 
Al-Humaidi, Jadwat al-mnliabi^, M?i. BodL C'ataL, i. T8S, fols. 70^-71^. Al-Pa}>bi. 
BugJiyat al-multamis , Xos. 611, 923, 1357, 1451 (Xo. 547 is taken verbatim from al-Humaidi), 
Ai-Makkari, Analeetes, i. 234. 236, 237, 240-42, 250, 407. Ibn Khailikan, Wajiufft, Bulak, 
1299, i. 649, ii. o42~3 (transl. de Biane, i. 210-12, iii. 80, iv. 569-70). Yfikut, Irshml al-anb. 
ed. Margoliouth, 1907, etc.. ii. 405. Ai-Dahabi. Tar'kh al-lsl'nh. Brit. I^lus. MS. <Jr. 48. 
iol.4Sa, 6. Ibn Khaldun, al-'Ibar. Bulak, 1284, iv. 142. Al-Krar, uhAmnr^ Buiak. 1324, 
preface. Ibn BashkuwaL rd~Sikih. Xos. 4. 289, 576, 1376, Ibn al-AbIrr, nl-TakrfiHnh, 
Xo. 362, Muhammad b. Khuir, Fihris^ : see Index. AI-Snyut\ uJ-Mnhtr Bulak, 12^2, 
i. 48. Haji Khalfah, Kashf nhziovlu. ed. Fiugel i. 432, ii. 3. iii. 172-3. v. 3h, 131, 15t), ii35, 
vi. 45, 388- Ibn al-'Imad, Shadar^lt ahdahab, iii. 18. FiiigeL Dk tjrnhitif^Ht^>vhefi Sihulen 
der Araber, pp. 112, 113. 
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